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usually a dog or a cat. for many in our 
society. especially the lonely, the grow­
ing population of lonely senior citizens. 
and for the physically infirmed, pets play 
an immensely impo rtant role in terms of 
mental and emotional henlth. Beyond 
this, companion animals help millions or 
people cope with tl1e everyday stresses of 
modern Ji ving. Whut happens when 
these anim<sls become sick? Do we as a 
society feel an obligation to ensure that 
they are appropriately cared for? I 
believe that the overwhelming sentiment 
among Pennsylvansans is lhat animal 
ownership und J'lrOper care go hand In 
hand. Penn's Veterinary School meets 
this need by educating more than 70% of 
the veterinarians practicing io the 
Commonwenlth. Pl'nn'>ylvanin veterinar­
sans refer oifficult cu�cc; to ouc :-.mall ani­
mal hospital, tncludmg dog!> in the canine 
corps of police departments. ,guide dogs 
for the blind. and valuable zoo animal 
collections. The School provides round­
the-clock emergency care for injured und 
1995 Saratoga Benefit 
Raised $115)000 
he August 19951Jenefit "An 
Lvening in Old Saratoga". rai�ed 
:ill 15.000 for 1\ew Dolton Center. 
the large animal facility of the University 
of Pennsylvania School of Veterinary 
Medicine. The funds will be combined 
with the Lawrence E. Ensor. Jr. Memorial 
lund to p urchase a diagnostic meJical 
ultrasound machine with color' flow 
Dopple1· tmngc ...  Presenting the check ro 
Dr. Virginia Red. associate professor of 
medicme and chief of sports medicine 
and imaging and Dean Alan Kelly at 
'JBC was Mrs. Robert R. Landan. Jr., of 
\hester Springs. P \, who chaired the 
Gala Committee ul' "An Evening in Old 
�.tratoga''- Also shov. n in the picture are 
Dean Alan Kelly and 1\tr. Gilben Sheck. 
Through their efforts A Weeke11d in 
Old SomiOf:ll, a non -profit group dedicat­
ed to raising funds for national :lncl local 
causes, has donated over $327,000 over 
4 
acutely sick animals. In ·1995 more thnn 
9.000 animal� were rr·eated in our emer­
gency rooms. 
The School ha!; the largest bciSIC sci­
ence enterprise of any veterinary school 
in the U.S., and has made profound con­
tributions to advancing human health. 
There are many examples. but one of the 
most signific::�nt is the W1>rk of Dr. Ralph 
Brinster who pioneered the development 
of transgenic animals. animab that have 
had foreign genes permanently inserted 
into their DNA in such a way that the 
genes are expreE.sed in and alter the char­
acterlstlc.s of specific tissues producing 
traits that are transmitted from generation 
to generation. It is widely recognized 
that this work represents one of rhe most 
significant advances in biological sci­
en<:es nf the 20th century. Dr. B rinster' :­
work ha� profoundly advanced under· 
standing of gene cont(OI in both the ani­
mal and plant kingdom. it is the founda­
tion for current work on genetic engineer­
ing. of crops and for cuuing edge medical 
research on gene therapy. Because this 
technology has great potential for 
the last three years to New Bolton Center. 
The 1995 "An Evening in Old Saratoga" 
gala was Jedicared to the memory or 
Lawrence E. Ensor. Jr., the late executive 
advancing the animal industry we have 
secured private funding to create the 
Laboratory ol' Animal Genetics and Germ 
Cell Biology at New Bolton Center with 
Dr. Brinster as the senior scientist. With 
this unique initiative we hope to continue 
advancing the economy of 
Pcnnsylvanin's animal indu�try bul. we 
will have great Jifficulty continuing to 
raise funds from the private sector aod 
recruiting outstanding faculty if the scien­
tific excellence o f the School is threat­
ened through lack of State support . 
Since the turn of the century, the GenerL!I 
Assembly has played a fundamental role 
in nurturing th.is highly successful indus­
triul/educational/reseorch partnership. 
We re<:ognize that we are in a period of 
au�tere budgets. but investment in the 
School of Veterinary Medicine is an 
investment in tbe future of anunal agri­
culture ill productivity, efficiency and 
ability to compete in the world market. It  
is atl investment in the economy of 
Pennsylvania that has and will continue 
to pay rich divioends. 
vice-president of the Fasig-Tipton Company. 
The 1996 activities of the group at 
Saratoga from August I through August 5 
will again beneftf New Bolton Center. 
